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The Tannaitic Laws of Battery: Scripture and Halakhah

Amit Gvaryahu

Four laws in the Pentateuch discuss fights between people. The arrangement of these laws 
and their relationship to one another were debated in the Tannaitic academies. The school of 
Rabbi Ishmael read these laws as a single entity, each law “coming to teach things omitted” 
in the other law. Other sources, associated with the school of Rabbi Akiva, did not seek to 
connect these laws to each other or, necessarily, to injury.
 Simultaneously, a careful reading of Mishnah Bava Kamma chapter 8, which discusses 
bodily injuries, reveals gaps and contradictions in the fabric of the text. This article shows that 
understanding the connection between homiletics and law in the Tannaitic schools enables us 
to uncover the various sources embedded in Mishnah and Tosefta, and explains the manner 
in which redaction subordinated them to later developments. The various midrashic readings 
of the verses which undergird the chapter ground a source-critical reading of the chapter as 
composed of three distinct sources. I also locate the fingerprints of named individuals in 
the redaction of this chapter of Mishnah, and discuss the uses of Midrash Halakhah in the 
source-critical study of the Mishnah.
 In Appendix A I offer a reading of a Qumranic fragment on injuries; In Appendix B I 
discuss the outlying Tannaitic opinion of Rabbi Eliezer, ‘An eye for an eye – actually’ (ממש).

The End of the Amoraic Period in the Land of Israel: 
Periodization, History and Archaeology

Uzi Leibner

The historical circumstances that led to the termination of the Amoraic period in the Land of 
Israel are unclear. Even the criteria for determining the end of this period are in doubt. For 
example, while the Talmud Yeushalmi – the major work of the Palestinian Amoraim – was 
compiled ca. the late 4th century CE, the accepted date for the Amoraic midrashim is the 
fifth, sixth and even early seventh century. However, they mention no figure or event later 
than the fourth century and names of their Sages are identical to those of the Yerushalmi.
 This paper discusses the parameters for defining the end of the Amoraic period in the 
Land of Israel, and the historical circumstances that put an end to the activity of these sages. 
It opens with a survey of the ‘Sitz im Leben’ in which the Amoraic literature was created and 
the data, which places it mainly in the Galilee. The dating and editing of works belonging to 
this literature are discussed next, as well as internal changes in the world of the Amoraim. 
These and other parameters lead to the conclusion that the Amoraic period ended in the late 
fourth century CE.


