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Rachel’s life story sets her apart from the other Israelite ancestors. She
alone had only a grave and never a home in the promised land (Jer 30:3).
She died “on the way” (Gen 35:19), and her last words express her
sorrow (Gen 35:18). Not every mother will give up her own life for her
child’s (e.g., Jer 19:9; Lam 2:20; 4:10; 2 Kgs 6:28-29). Rachel’s death in
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childbirth makes her deeply credible as an example of the profound extent
of a mother’s love. Rachel is a mother who does not forget her children
(cf. Isa 49:15).
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Rachel weeping for her children in Ramah is a strange metaphor in the
independent v. 15. Its precise meaning is not clear, especially as the word
2N may be understood as ‘ewe-lamb’. Rachel, the wife of Jacob, is
hardly ever mentioned outside the stories of Jacob (apart from the grave
notice in 1 Sam 10:2 and as part of a simile in Ruth 4:11), though there are
some associations between the cycle 30-31 and the Genesis stories which
would make the allusion to her appropriate here. [...] The term Ramah
may combine a reference to Rachel’s burial mound and the transit camp
of 40:1 where the Judaean captives were herded on their way to exile in
Babylon. Again, it is quite possible that N1 means ‘height’ here, and the
image is one of a mother sheep lamenting on the highlands the loss of
her lambs. Whichever fgure is understood by the metaphor, the meaning
remains the same: the mother of the community bitterly laments the loss of
her children. The verse is a lament in response to the complete destruction
of the community and represents a word of judgment in the cycle. Only in

combination with vv. 16-17 is the judgment aspect transformed.
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Since Rachel in fact died in childbirth (Gen 35:16-20), it has been
suggested that these famous lines refect the common belief that women
who sufer this fate haunt the earth in search of their babes, or return to
suckle and tend them. [...]
It is possible, however, to interpret the lines in quite a diferent manner.
Seeing that the prophet has just used the image of the ingathering of
scattered sheep (31:10), the word 2N may be no proper name at all,
but simply the regular Hebrew word for ewe-lamb, while N1 could be
a common noun meaning height, upland. The passage would then read:
Thus says the LORD:
“Hark! In the upland is heard
Lamentation and bitter weeping —
an ewe-lamb weeping for her young,
refusing to be solaced for her young,
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because they are not. ”
As a matter of fact, the aFection of the ewe for her lamb was proverbial in
Ancient Near Eastern literature.
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M'2 N'0YpN NINDOAAI DITPN MM YW NINDDNN "of the ewe for her lamb
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[...] Tt was in the wake of this tragic event [i. e. the destruction of their
capital city Ur c. 2000 BCE] that the Sumerian poets and bards created
and developed the image of the ‘weeping goddess’ that became a recurrent
motif in their dirges and laments.

In the extant texts she appears in a number of guises. [...] One of the
tablets in the British Museum which I have been studying in recent
years, BM 98396, [...] is an irSemma of Ninhursag providing us with
a prime example of the ‘weeping mother’ genre, one that may well be
characterized as a prototype of Rachel weeping for her children ‘because
they are not’ or Mary weeping for her dead son Jesus. [...]

The contents of this irSemma may be divided into three parts. In the
frst (lines 1-13) the poet sets the stage for his melancholy theme: the
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comely, attractive, son of Ninhursag had disappeared and the goddess,
like a ewe whose lamb had been cut adrift, like a mother-goat whose
kid had been cut adrift®, went about questioning and searching as she
approached a kur, a mountain, which she traversed from its base to its
summit. [...]

2:10-8 NNIYY MNP YW NIAN 9N

8. Like an ewe whose lamb had been cut adrift, she would not be restrained,
9. Like a (mother)-goat whose kid had been cut adrift, she would not be
restrained,

10. She approached the foot of the kur, she approached the summit of the
kur.
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[...] a Sumerian text, the OB Balag Uru am-ma-ir-ra-bi, has been
identifed as the word-for-word original of UET 6/2, 403. [...] UET
6/2, 403 is an Akkadian translation of the second and perhaps also the
third Kirugu [in the OB Ur ms.] of Uru am-ma-ir-ra-bi. This literary unit
consists of a lament of the goddess Inanna over her destroyed city [Ur in
this ms.]. [...] The case discussed in this paper ofers an example of a rare
mode of OB bilingualism, i.e., Sumerian and Akkadian versions of the
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same composition on two diferent tablets, to be distinguished from other
formats of Sumero-Akkadian bilingual texts.
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7'. labrT ina gaggar nakrim isassi
8'. puhadt idammum!
9'. labrT u puhassa itbald
10". lahrT naram ina ebérisa
11'. pubassa ina kibrim ittadi
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