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My definition of the ‘Jewish joke’ is any joke that has been
conceptualized as uniquely, distinctively, or characteristically
reflective of, evocative of, or conditioned by the Jewish people
and their circumstance [...] The definition of ‘Jewish joke’ lies in
the act of ascription of the label and not in the joke itself. Jewish
jokes, then, are not old jokes about Jewish characters or old Jews
telling jokes, but the idea that certain jokes, joke qualities, and
even joke-performance styles are regarded as distinctly Jewish
(- 7)-
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Consequently, whatever jokes were to be in the Bible, Talmud,
or Midrash were not Jewish jokes. As far as is known, this
humor was never regarded by the writers and compilers of
these texts as anything more than jokes and witticisms. They
were not considered typically Jewish. They were not considered
representations of Jewish character or signs of peoplehood [only
in the late 19" century] those jokes — if they actually were jokes —

became Jewish jokes (p.7).
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